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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 1 -1 5 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 6 May 2008. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yagasaki et al (5,835,672). 

Regarding claims 16 and 18, Yagasaki et al disclose an apparatus and method 
for compressing video information comprising: 

• means and step for receiving data indicative of whether consecutive images 
in the video information are redundant (Col 7, lines 7-8 "The 2-3 pull-down 
detection circuit 102 generates the duplication detection signal DDS"); 

• means and step responsive to the received data for removing at least one of 
the substantially redundant consecutive images (Col 3, lines 20-22 "the 
method may additionally eliminate the duplicate fields from the input video 
signal"); 
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• means and step for compressing the video information without the 
substantially redundant consecutive images (Col 21, lines 56-58 "the 
compression efficiency is further increased by not coding each duplicate 
picture, and by including a skip picture flag in the coding apparatus output 
signal instead"); and 

• means and step for storing the compressed video information and the data 
indicative of the substantially redundant consecutive images (Col 21, lines 59- 
61 "Recording a video signal coded as just described on the recording 
medium of the present invention uses the recording capacity of the recording 
medium more effectively"). 

Regarding claim 17, Yagasaki et al disclose an apparatus and method for 
compressing video information wherein the data indicative of the substantially 
redundant consecutive images is stored in association with the compressed video 
information (Col 21, lines 56-58 "the compression efficiency is further increased by not 
coding each duplicate picture, and by including a skip picture flag in the coding 
apparatus output signal instead"). 

Regarding claim 19, Yagasaki et al disclose a method for compressing video 
information wherein the data indicative of the substantially redundant consecutive 
images is stored in association with the compressed video information (Col 3, lines 32- 
36 "a skip-picture flag is included in the coded signal in lieu of each eliminated duplicate 
picture, and a reference picture code identifying a field to be copied to provide each 
eliminated duplicate picture is also included in the coded signal"). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yagasaki et al. 

Regarding claims 20 and 21, Yagasaki et al disclose a method and apparatus 
for decompressing stored and compressed digital video information having a frame rate 
corresponding to 24 frames per second (Col 2, line 4 "A motion picture film source with 
a 24 Hz frame rate"), wherein the compressed digital video information was generated 
by eliminating substantially redundant consecutive images in uncompressed digital 
video information originating from a video signal having a frame rate of 29.97 frames 
per second (Col 3, lines 20-22 "the method may additionally eliminate the duplicate 
fields from the input video signal"), wherein the compressed digital video information 
has associated information indicating where the substantially redundant consecutive 
images were located in the uncompressed digital video information (Col 3, lines 32-34 
"a skip-picture flag is included in the coded signal in lieu of each eliminated duplicate 
picture"), the method comprising: 

• means and step for receiving the associated information indicating where the 
substantially redundant consecutive images were located in the 
uncompressed digital video information (Col 3, lines 61-62 "the skip picture 
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flag and the reference picture code are extracted from the coded video 
signal"); 

• means and step for decompressing the compressed digital video information 
to provide corresponding decompressed digital video information at a frame 
rate of 24 frames per second (Col 8, lines 14-16 "The decoder 113 also 
decodes the coded picture signals in the decoder input signal VD3"); and 

• means and step for generating a video signal having a frame rate of 29.97 
from the decompressed video signal by reintroducing the substantially 
redundant consecutive images according to the received information (Col 3, 
lines 64-66 "the picture indicated by the reference picture code is copied in 
response to the skip picture flag to restore an eliminated duplicate picture to 
the output video signal"). 

Yagasaki et al disclose a field rate of 60 Hz (Col 2, lines 5-6 "a 60 Hz field rate, 
such as an NTSC video signal"). The Examiner notes that the use of a 60 Hz field rate 
is identical to a 30 Hz frame rate, and takes official notice that the use of a 30 Hz frame 
rate to indicate an NTSC frame rate of 29.97 Hz frame rate is understood by those of 
ordinary skill in the art to be an obvious usage of terms. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES A. FLETCHER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7377. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:45-5:45 M-Th, first Fridays 
off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John W. Miller/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



JAF 

24 June 2008 



